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ALASKA AREAS 


North West *Bering Land Bridge National Monument 
Headquarters in Nome 


South East Glacier Bay National Monument 


Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park 
*Cape Krusenstern National Monument 


Headquarters in Kotzebue Sitka National Historical Park 
*Kobuk National Monument 


; *Wrangell-St. Elias National Monument 
Headquarters in Kotzebue 


Headquarters in Glennallen 


*Noatak National Monument 
Headquarters in Kotzebue 


North Central *Gates of the Arctic National Monument 
Headquarters in Fairbanks 
Chief Ranger in Bettles 


*Established by Presidential Proclamation on December 1, 1978 


North East *Yukon-Charley National Monument 
Headquarters in Eagle 


South West *Aniakchak Nationa} Monument 
Headquarters in King Salmon 


Katmai National Monument 


South Central Anchorage Area Office 


*Denali National Monument 
Headquarters at Mount McKinley 


*Kenai Fjords National Monument 
Headquarters in Seward 


*Lake Clark National Monument 
Headquarters in Anchorage 
Chief Ranger in Port Alsworth 


Mount McKinley National Park 


These lists of advantages and disadvantages are those 


submitted by employees in Alaska, their spouses and a few 


of their children. It is an attempt to tell it like it is, 
and what you may face if you are selected or are considering 
working in Alaska. 

We have extrapoiated these comments which seemed to have 
commonality and then grouped the remainder by regions or by 
specific areas. 

We encourage you to review this handout and discuss 
the contents with your family members. 

Specific area information such as housing, weather, 
distance to schools, hospitals, cities, etc., will be 
available later as part of each vacancy announcement. 

Below are the advantages and disadvantages which 


are common throughout the State. 


THE ADVANTAGES OF ALASKA 


1. There is tremendous excitement for the National Park 
Service in Alaska because of the new area proclama- 
tions and the pending d-2 legislation. This is the 
National Park Service frontier, a chance to "do it 
right the first time’ in creating wilderness parks. 
Individuals assigned to the new parks can have an 
' immediate and profound effect on the future of their 


park, and indeed to the National Park Service in 
Alaska. 
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A quality wilderness experience is within reach of almost every- 
one, anywhere in Alaska. Reaching the wilderness from urban 
centers may be expensive when time is limited but it is only 
minutes away by aircraft or boat. 

There is paid "home leave" for employees and families each 
two years. 

Alaska offers an exciting and intriguing experience in the 
cross=culture of Natives and bush Alaskans. 

There is reciprocal resident status for university students 
in Alaska and Hawaii. 

A stopover in Hawaii can be had for little cost because of 
"triangle fare" between Alaska, Hawaii and the Lower 48. 
Scenery in Alaska is unsurpassed, in both summer and winter. 
Pace of living is more relaxed than in most of the Lower 48. 
Alaskans tend to allow a person to "do their own thing”. 


THE DISADVANTAGES OF ALASKA 


The cost of living is high. The cost of living allowance (COLA) 
comes close to making up the difference in Alaska prices in 

the Lower 48 for GS employees in some areas. In other areas, 
however, employees may be making a real financial sacrifice. 


a. Salaries of GS employees are sometimes way out of 
proportion to that paid to WG employees (often higher), this is 
a morale factor in some cases. 

b. Transportation is expensive in this vast State, especially 
in the bush, Roads are limited, forcing travel by commercial 
airlines, light planes, or in some instances by boat. The 
cost of all of these is out of proportion to pay. 

c. Housing is the greatest single expense. Rent is high. 
Purchase of residences (when they are available) requires 
a substantial down payment or low-income subsidies. 

d. In the bush, especially, most foods arrive by air freight, 
adding to the expense, 

e, The initial outlay for clothing can run into hundreds of 
dollars (see page 9 regarding "Clothes for the North"), 

Alaska is a huge state, with a varied environment, In the 

south, the winter brings long, cool, wet nights; in the north, 


the winter nights are long and cold. In the brief but glorious 
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summer, ome of the dangers is to keep trying to do too much 
in the 20 or more hours of daylight. Summer has periods of 
rain and clouds, and sunny days are not continuous. Wherever 
you go in Alaska, the climate will be more variable and more 
extreme than anything you have experienced in the Lower 48. 
The Alaska environment will force sometimes extreme changes 
in living habits. 

Because of the climate and/or the isolation, emotional 
problems are magnified. Short winter days (November - 
January) pose a potential depression problem for many, 
especially if they do not make a conscious effort to get 
involved in winter sports and to become otherwise active 
socially. In most of the new areas, there will be no 
established National Park Service community for spiritual 
and philosophical support. 

Shaky marriages can be quickly destroyed; solid marriages 
can be immeasurably enhanced--with all gradations in 
between. 

Spouses are frequently gone for extended periods because 
of meetings, training, field trips, etc., leaving mates 

to cope with families and other home problems. 

To some people much of Alaska appears disorderly. A 
comment by a recent arrival is that the cities and road- 
sides are shabby; cluttered yards abound ("Alaskans 

never throw anything away") and there seems to be a 

lack of pride in the appearance of homesteads. There 

is some truth in this, but it is not the rule. The 

person who made the comment lived much of her life 

in Seattle, with it's manicured lawns and well-kept 

houses. Outside Alaska's cities, however, there are 

seldom lawns and there is very little paint. 


THE NORTH 
Bering Land Bridge, Cape Krusenstern, Gates of the Arctic 
Kobuk, Noatak, and Yukon-Charley 


Mr. Ray Bane, National Park Service cultural anthropologist, and 
key-man for the Gates of the Arctic, has been in Alaska for 18 years 
and is presently living in Bettles. His observations can be applied 
generally to all the northern Alaska National Park Service units. 


Advantages: 

1. This is a vast ocean of wilderness with only a very few tiny 
islands of human habitations scattered widely. Here one 
can easily imagine what a fantastic wildland all of North 
America once was. 

2. The central Brooks Range is a rugged and complex land full 
of natural wonders. 

3. There is the pleasure and stimulation of working with Native 
Eskimos and Indians as well as with the independent and 
colorful non-Native bush folks. 

4. There is a sense of discovery and excitement when traveling 
the land, We have explored places rarely if ever seen by 
modern man and many more are quietly hiding just over the 
next ridge. After more than a decade of hiking, tloating, 
dog mushing, and flying across the Brooks Range we never 
cease to be excited by it. 

5. We like bush living--cutting wood, packing water, no plumbing, etc 

6. Winter and summer produce two distinct environments,each with 
its opportunities and challenges. 

7. We feel privileged to have been involved in the birth of this 
new unit of the National Park Service, although there have 
been and stiil are many problems to deal with. 


Disadvantages: It is somewhat difficult for us to list dis- 


advantages. We have lived in the Alaska bush for roughly 18 years, 
and so it has become the “normal” environment for us. However, 

the following are some negative reactions often suffered by 
persons new to the bush plus a few problems we have encountered 

in our work. 


1. Relative isolation--no roads, or other surface contacts 
with other communities. Fairbanks, the nearest city is 
approximately 200 miles away and can only be reached via 
light aircraft. 

2. No shopping centers (one trading post), hospitals, doctors, 
dentists, bars, gyms, t.v., theaters, etc. 

3. The local school consists of a small building staffed by 
two persons. 

4. The cost of living, always high in Alaska, is signifi- 
cantly higher than in urban areas to the south. 

5. Winters are long, and mid-winter is dark and cold, 
Temperatures of -40° and -50° are fairly common for about 
two months. We saw -82° F in 1972. 

6. There is the expense of investing in special winter 
clothing--parkas, mukluks, mitts, etc., (see list of 
clothing page 9). 

7. During the winter, particularly around February and 
March, isolation and cabin fever often cause interperson- 
al conflicts to flare up and molehills suddenly become 
mountains. Exercise and a sense of humor help. 

8. One must live close to and work with people who may be 
adamantly opposed to parks or other conservation sys- 
tems. This is particularly true of some miners, guides 
and sport hunters, who have been impacted by the mon- 
uments. The pressures can be considerable and one must 
always try not to take things personally. 

9. Finding a place to rent can be difficult, and you may 
have to take whatever you can get. Don't expect many 
modern conveniences. 


Yukon-Char ley 


Headquarters is in Eagle, where the city council in March 
1979 notified the Secretary that they refuse to recognize 
the monument proclamation. The Yukon-Charley staff may 
have an especially difficult problem in community rela- 
tions. As Bane says, one must try to not take things 
personally. It is suggested that you read McPhee's 
Coming Into the Country. 


Bering Land Bridge, Kobuk, Krusenstern, Noatak 


These will all be closely entwined with the Natives and their 
culture. Park staffs will have to be particularly knowledgeable 
of and sensitive to Native traditions and of bush Alaskans and the 


potential problems therein. 


Coastal areas present special weather problems where intense 
cold can be augmented by wind-chill to create extremely dangerous 
temperatures. Arctic storms can keep residents pinned down for 
days, sometimes weeks at a time. 


Fairbanks 
(Headquarters, Gates of the Arctic) 


Advantages: 

l. Nice life style. 

2. Easy access to genuine adventure. 

3. Active outdoor living both winter and summer. 

4. University provides stimulating cultural activities and world 
traveled neighbors and friends. 

5. Good shopping. Excellent produce and meat departments in grocery 
stores since only highest grade food can withstand trip up. 

6. Excellent medical, dental, and hospital facilities. 

7. Small town atmosphere and ease of commuting but large enough 
town to live a relaxed life style without causing comment. 


Disadvantages: 

1. Ice fog and low winter temperatures make driving difficult. 

2. High cost of living--budget must be watched. 

3. Extreme winter cold periods can be deng?2rous and costly if house 
not prepared for an electric outage of over eight hours. 


4. Twenty-four hours of glorious summer day tends to make a person 
over work and over play. 


CLOTHES FOR THE NORTH 
Ray Bane, Cultural Anthropologist--Bettles 


Applicable for: Bering Land Bridge, Gates of the Arctic, 
Kobuk Valley, Krusenstern, Mt. McKinley, Noatak, and 
Yukon Charley. Less applicable for units in south- 
western and southeastern Alaska. 


One of the most substantial and important investments 
you will make if you move to Alaska will be the purchase 
of vvoper clothing, particularly if you plan to live 
in the arctic and sub-arctic regions of the State. Un- 
fortunately many people spend considerable sums buying 
gear that is unsuitable or unnecessary for the environ- 
ment in which they will Live. 


First - don't rush into buying fur clothing. It's 
fantastically expensive, requires considerable care, 
and isn't much good when the weather turns wet. Down, 
polarguard, and other high quality insulation is usually 
just as good and much cheaper. There are some items like 
fur mittens and skin bottomed boots that are hard to beat, 
but more about that later. 


Second - It's better to spend a few extra bucks and 
get top quality goods than to buy cheap, poorly made clothes 
that literally leave you out in the cold. This doesn't 
mean picking the item with the highest price tag, rather 
it means buying from reputable, well established firms 
that provide sound information about their goods. Eddie- 
Bauer, R.E.I., L.L. Bean, North Face, and Sierra Designs 
are a few such outfitters. Tf you can't visit their shops 
then order through their catalogs. 


Over some eighteen years of living, traveling, and work- 
ing in the northern bush, I've worn a wide variety of 
clothes including a complete outfit of caribou skins sewn 
by an old Eskimo lady. Through trial and error I've put 
together an outfit that serves me well throughout the year. 
The following is a list of my basics with suggested sources 
and prices, You may have better gecr and can get it cheaper. 


Remember, this does not include "dress" or "town clothes”. 
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Winter (Alaska invented winter) 


l. 


Parka - down filled Kara Koram from Eddie Bauer (Seattle). 
60/40 cover - $100. You'll also need a ruff 

(coyote, badger, wolf, sheep (long hair) etc.) 

should be 25"" - 3" wide and will cost anywhere 

from $15 to $70. 


Parka Cover - L.L. Bean (Freeport Maine) Labrador Parka - $37. 
Get one big enough to slip over your parka. It 
breaks the wind, adds warmth, and saves the parka. 


Jacket - Hollofil R.E.I. (Seattle) Alpine ja ket - $43.95. 
When it's really cold (-35° to -65°F) I wear this under 
my parka when I have to travel. [I also use it for 

mild days or when I work up a heat exercising (running, 
cutting wood, etc.). 


Heavy duty wool sweater - easy to find. 
Heavy wool shirts - easy to find. 


Long Johns - L.L. Bean Duofold - $24, I also have a 
pair of Eddie Bauer down-filled underpants for real 
chilly weather - $44.50. Usually not necessary. 


Heavy wool trousers - I got mine from Eddie Bauer $38, but 
you can probably find some in a surplus store or other retail 
outlet. Get some wind pants too. 


Down insulated over pants for long trips in extreme cold 
weather - Eddie Bauer $80 - $90, Only needed in extreme 
cold (-35° and lower). 


Shoe pacs with removable felt liners - Sorels or Bean Cold 
Weather Boot $40 - $50. Get them big enough so you can wear 
one pair of cotton anklets and two pairs of heavy wool socks. 
Some folks buy the military white rubber cold weather VB 
bunny boots. These are great for really severe cold, although 
they're somewhat bulky. Here in Alaska they sell for about 


$100 per pair. 
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10. Canvas and moosehide boots - made of soft tanned moose- 
hide bottoms and heavy canvas tops. These are made by 
a few Native ladies in the Alaska Interior and cost 
between $45 to $65 per pair. They're great in cold 
dry snow. I wear them with two felt insoles and lots 
of socks (my wife crochets heavy yarn socks for me). 
Some wives - and a few men - have learned how to 
make these boots. They buy commercially tanned moose- 
hide. 


ll. Mittens - L.L. Bean "choppers"™ with removable wool 
liners - $17. On long dog team trips or travel in 
extreme cold I wear long fur mitts made by an Indian 
lady. Army surplus mittens with wool liners are pretty 
good. 


12. Cap - L.L. Bean balaclava helmet $6. Ski masks are 
also good. 


13. Wool scarf - easy to find. 


Miscellaneous - If you plan to do some personal winter 
wilderness trips involving camping you'll need a good 
down filled sleeping bag and foam pad. I.use the Eddie 
Bauer Kara Koram Expedition mummy sleeping bag - $225 
and a full-length poly-pad - $20. 


Summer 


Alaska summers are brief, but they can be surprisingly 
warm, Cool weather does occur, particularly in late 
August. Your basic dress should be the same as you might 
wear for early fall weather in Maine or other northern 
states. Coastal areas like Nome, Kotzebue, and Barrow 
have much cooler summers, 


1. Jacket - light polorguard or other fiberfill in- 
sulated jacket. R.E.I. Alpine Jacket - $43. 
You probably already have a fall or light winter 
jacket that will fit the bill. A nylon wind- 
breaker is also handy. 
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2. Shirts - long sleeve heavy cotton shirts. Easy to find. 


3. Rain Gear - I wear a Gore -tex rain jacket with hood and coated 
nylon rain pants. Gore-tex rain parka R.E.I. - $68. 


4. Pants - jeans or other sturdy cotton trousers. 

5. Foot Gear - Good hiking boots. Hip boots, uninsulated - 
you'll need these if you plan to travel via boat or float 
plane. I also carry sneakers when I'm hiking. They're 
good for crossing streams. 

6. Cotton work gloves. 

7. Cap - I need one. The mosquitos love my bald head. 


Fall and Spring 


These are brief seasons in the North, but they do require some 
special gear. Mild weather can suddenly deteriorate into a cold 
wet storm. Spring around treakup is sloppy. 


1. Jeans or wool pants. 

2. Cotton-wool long johns for cool days. 

3, Wool sweaters. 

4. Wool or heavy cotton shirts. 

5. Cap or hat. 

6. Rubber breakup boots or L, L. Bean Maine Hunting shoes 
(leather tops and rubber bottoms - get a pair with 10" 
or 12" tops - I wear 10" tops). 

7. Down vest. 

8. Warm polar guard or Hollofil jacket. 

9. Wind breaker jacket. 

10, Rain gear. 

ll. Warm gloves - I usually wear heavy cotton insulated work gloves. 


It's nice to use wash-and-wear items as much as possible, because dry 
cleaners are expensive and sometimes a long way off. 


I hope this helps in your preparations. 
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THE SOUTHWEST 
Aniakchak and Katmai 


Katmai 

Advantages: 

1. Good fishing, hunting, and boating. 

2. Participate in a2 near-subsistence lifestyle. 

3. King Salmon Air Force Base offers bowling, movies, 
NCO Club food service. 


Disadvantages: 


1. Groceries must be ordered from Anchorage and flown in. 

2. Round-trip air fare to Anchorage is $111, making 
emergencies such as dental and major medical care 
very expensive. 

3. Only 26 miles of road, making it difficult to get 
away for a weekend. 

4. Norm-government quarters are hard to find, and are 
small and usually in poor condition; utilities are 
expensive, and water quality is questionable in 
non-government quarters. 

5. Cloudy, windy weather. 


THE SOUTHCENTRAL 
Anchorage, Denali, Kenai Fjords, Lake Clark, 
and Mount McKinley 


Mount McKinley 

Advantages: 

l. This place is fantastically beautiful. There is 
not a day that goes by that I am not reminded of the 
glory of creation and the power that lies beneath 
the surface. 

2. Everything is new. I have yet to find any place 
that is old and stale. Ghost towns are new ghost 
towns. There are places that man has never set 
foot on, 

3. Excellent elementary and secondary schools, good 
place to raise children. 
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Advantages (con't.): 


4. 
D6 


Excellent relations with local communities. 
Wildlife abounds. We're rather fond of being able to look out 


the window and see moose in the yard. 


Disadvantages: 


1, Weather isn't always cooperative with travelers. Dog teams, 
skis, snowshoes, kayaks and canoes take a lot of work: My rule 
of thumb for traveling, even to the neighbor's place, is to 
take a sleeping bag and allow for an extra three days in 
case of weather or mechanical breakdown. 

2. Groceries are expensive, and in getting them home in winter the 
entire order freezes at least once. This leads to lots of 
applesauce, orange juice and wilted lettuce salad. 

3. This can be a lonely place. Your neighbor is your best friend 
Or your worst enemy, because he is always there. 

4. Lack of job opportunities for spouses and children. 

5. Limited religious opportunities (one fundamentalist church 
in area). 

6. Special efforts needed to keep vehicles running. Winter 
demands engine heaters, studded tires and a survival pack. 

A breakdown at -50° is not an inconvenience, it's an emergency! 

Anchorage 

Advantages: 

1. Generally excellent facilities for winter sports such as 
skiing, sledding, and snowmobiling. 

2. Decent public school system. University of Alaska campus 
in Anchorage. 

3. Pace of living is more relaxed than in cities of Lower 48. 

4. Living in Anchorage allows one to enjoy most of the advantages 


of a small city while being only one step away (via airplane) 
from wilderness, superb sport hunting and fishing. Air travel 
is expensive, however. 


15 


Anchorage (con't. ) 

Disadvantages: 

1. Scenic and wildlife wonders are not as readily available as most 
think. The 200,000 population of Anchorage means crowds at areas 
one can drive to, and small plane travel is expensive. 

2. Opportunities for single males to enjoy an active social life can 
be described as fair to good (male/female ratios are unfavorable 
for males; of course, the reverse is true for single women). 


THE SOUTHEAST 
Glacier Bay, Klondike Gold Rush, Sitka, and Wrangell-St:. Elias 


Advantages: 
1. Interesting, friendly people, who mix well socially. 


2. Great for water-oriented recreation, hiking, skiing, and hunting. 
3. Little crime. 
4. Good, clean salt air. 


Disadvantages: 

1. Too wet. Rains 85% of the time, up to 100" per year. 
2. A car is necessary because of heavy rains. 

3. Miss the four seasons, 
4 
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. Few single people. 
. High incidence of alcoholism. Drinking is the major social focus. 


Sitka 

Advantages: 

1. Adequate social, cultural and recreational activities. 

2. Interesting historical and cultural values. 

3. People are interested in government and active in community. 
4 
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. Slower pace of life, not so much of "keeping up with the Joneses". 
. Because there are so few people, it is not difficult for one to 
become known and respected in one's field. Some artists well 

known here would be insignificant outside. This applies to most 
fields. 

6. Full school facilities through high school and community and 
junior colleges with day and evening classes. 
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Sitka (con't. ) 


Disadvantages: 


Le 


2. 
3. 
4 


Housing is scarce and expensive. 

Mail delivery is slow and careless. Letters are often lost. 
Only two seasons: rain and cold, slushy rain. 

Dental and health care is difficult to arrange. 
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NO QUICK DECISIONS 


As you have seen by these comments from the National Park Service 
employees and families, Aiaska is a land of extremes. There is a 
thread of ambivalence in many of the comments, an intense love 

and an equally intense hatred of the climate, terrain, isolation, 
long summer days, and long arctic nights. A longing for the 
cultural advantages of the lower 48, and yet a pride in going 
without many amenities most of us take for granted. Appreciative 
of being away from the faceless crowds, apprehensive of the personal 


relationships intensified by dependence and isolation. 


The point of this pamphlet is that a decision to serve in Alaska 
should be made only after careful introspection and candid discussion 
among families. The emotional stresses and physical demands are 
intensified. Living in Alaska can be very expensive. The person who 
is rapturous in the glories of the short summer can go to extreme 


despair in the cold, rain, and snow of the long winter. 


Think about it. Talk about it at length among yourselves and with 
others. Make your own balance sheet, and one for the entire family. 
Alaska has different effects on men and women, boys and girls, tots 


and teenagers. The rewards of duty in Alaska are great, but so are 


the demands. 


Think about it... . carefully. 


- A Family Exercise 
Balance Sheet 


ADVANTAGES 
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DISADVANTAGES 
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Bering Land Bridge National Monument 

. Cape Krusenstern National Monument 

Kobuk National Monument 

Noatak National Monument 

. Gates of the Arctic National Monument 

. Yukon-Charley National Monument 

Aniakchak National Monument 

Katmai National Monument 

. Anchorage Area Office 

Denali National Monument 

Kenai Fjords National Monument 

. Lake Clark National Monument 

. Mount McKinley National Park 

. Glacier Bay National Monument 

. Klondike Gold Ru:rh National 
Historical Park 

. Sitka National Historical Park 

. Wrangell-St. Elias National Monument 
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